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receiving a high resolution digital image at the host from a first/user 
via the Internet; 

generating a low resolution copy of the high resolution /figital image; 

storing the low resolution copy of the high resolution digital image at 
the host, the stored low resolution copy of the high resolution digital image having a 
pathname; 

receiving login information at the host from the first user, the login 
information including a first user identifier and a fipst password; 

determining if the first login infonnation is valid; 

downloading the low resolution copvp£lhe high resolution digital 
image to the first user via the Internet if tne first/login imbrmation is valid; 

detecting a selection made by the fitex user, the selection made by the 



first user identifying the low resolution copj 



of the high resolution digital image; 



receiving data fy6m the first usc r^dejorifying a second user; 
e-mailing a ratification message from the host to the second user via 

the Internet; 

transmuting at least a portion of the pathname to the second user via 

the Internet; 

Unloading the low resolution copy of the high resolution digital 
image to the /econd user via the Internet; and 

routing the high resolution digital image to a printer associated with 

the host 
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92. A method of distributing digital images as defined in claim jf\ 9 
wherein the step of routing the high resolution digital image to a printer assocj^ted 
with the host is performed in response to an input from the second user. 

93. A method of distributing digital images as/fefined in claim 91, 
wherein at least a portion of the notification message is prepared by the first user. 

94. A method of distributing digitaf images as defined in claim 91, 
wherein at least a portion of the notification message sent from the host to the second 
user via the Internet comprises a message from the first user to the second user. 



95 . A method of distributing digital images as defined in claim 9 1 , 
wherein the step of receiving data from the msf user identifying a second user 



comprises the step of receiving /uthorizatic 
data specifying that the seco/ld user is to be 
first user. 



[ data from the first user, the authorization 
ranted access to digital images of the 



96./ A method of distributing digital images as defined in claim 95, 
further comprising the step of associating a second user identifier and a second 
password wifti the second user, the second user identifier being different than the first 
user idermfier, the second password being different than the first password. 



/ 97. A method of distributing digital images as defined in claim 91, 

herein the step of generating a low resolution copy of the high resolution digital 



image comprises the step of generating a thumbnail JPEG file by making a copy of 
the high resolution digital image and discarding some of the pixel information. 

98. A method of distributing digital images as defined in claim 91, 
further comprising the step of translating the low resolution copy of the high 
resolution digital image from a first file format to a s^ond file format, the first file 
format being different than the second file format., 

99. A method of distributing digital images as defined in claim 91 , 
wherein the step of storing the low resohmon copy of the high resolution digital 
image comprises the step of storing the low i€sc^ution copy of the high resolution 
digital image in a file format selected by me fk 



100. A method of distftbuting digital images as defined in claim 91, 

wherein the step of downloading the lolvlresolution cpj5y of the high resolution digital 

/ ^^^^ 

image to the second usp- via the Intemeftqomprises the step of downloading the low 
resolution copy of ttye high resolution digital image in a file format selected by the 
second user. 



101 . A method of distributing digital images as defined in claim 91, 
further co/fnprising the step of causing dummy thumbnails in the form of standardized 
icons to be displayed. 



/ 102. A method of distributing digital images as defined in claim 91, 

wherein the step of downloading the low resolution copy of the high resolution digital 
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image to the second user via the Internet is performed h>r€sponse to the second user 
clicking on an icon. 




103. A method^f distributing digital images as defined in claim 91, 
further comprising the stepr'of maintaining transparency of the high resolution digital 
image with respepMo a plurality of non-authorized users. 




104. A digital image management system comprisipg: 
/ an electronic storage facility for providing storagp'ibr high resolution 
digitaL&nages of a plurality of unrelated image providers, aHeast some of the high 
resolution digital images stored in the electronic storage facility being used to develop 
corresponding low resolution copies, each high resolution digital image having a 
higher bandwidth communication requirement :han each of the corresponding low 
resolution copies, the electronic storage facility storing the high resolution digital 
images of a first one of the image providers such that the high resolution digital 
images of the first image provider can only be accessed by authorized users identified 
by the first image provider and such that the high resolution digital images of the first 
image provider are transparent to other unrelated image providers that are not 
authorized by the ftfst image provider; 

eans for notifying an authorized user identified by the first image 
provider tha/the authorization has been authorized to download a low resolution copy 
of the hiVn resolution digital image, wherein the notifying means transmits at least a 
portion of a pathname associated with the low resolution copy to the authorized user; 
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means for allowing the authorized user to download the low resolution 
of the high resolution digital image of the first image provider from the 



electronic storage facility to a first location; 

means for electronically routing the high resolution digital jfnage to a 
printer in response to a request from the authorized user. 



105. A digital image management system as defined in claim 104, 
further comprising image handling means for processing the h^gh resolution digital 
images to develop the corresponding low resolution copies. 

106. A digital image management system as defined in claim 104, 
further comprising a mail database, the mail database including a conventional 
address for the authorized user. 

107. A digital image management system as defined in claim 104, 
further comprising a search engine for parching among digital images stored in the 
storage device. 



108. A digital image management and delivery system comprising: 
a storage device for providing storage for digital images of a plurality 
of unrelated image providers, the storage device storing the digital images of a first 
one of the image providers such that the digital images of the first image provider can 
only be accessed by authorized users identified by the first image provider and such 
that the digital image/ of the first image provider are transparent to users that are not 
authorized by the first image provider; 



a searching engine for developing a subset of the digital images stored 
in the storage device by the first image provider in response to input/received from 
the first image provider, the searching engine being adapted to download low 
resolution copies of the subset to the first image provider; / 

a mail server for e-mailing a notification message from the first image 
provider to a first authorized user identified by the first image provider via the 
Internet; / 

a transmitter for transmitting at leaar a portion of a pathname to the 
first authorized user via the Internet; and / 

a router for electronically routing at least one high resolution copy of a 
digital image contained in the subset and identified by the first authorized user to a 
printer. / 

109. A system as Refined in claim 108 wherein the digital images, 
are input to the system by the firsr image provider via a communication device. 

110. A system as defined in claim 109 further comprising an image 
handler for processing theydigital images input by the first image provider, the image 
handler being adapted to develop low resolution images of the digital images received 
from the first image provider and to store both the digital images received from the 
first image provider/and the low resolution images thereof in the storage device in an 
addressable fashion for future searching. 
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111. A method of managing digital images comprising/the steps of: 

storing a high resolution and a low resolution copy of each of a first 
plurality of digital images provided by a first image provider in an electronically 
searchable format on a storage device; 

storing a high resolution and a low resolution cop^ of each of a second 
plurality of digital images provided by a second image providey in an electronically 
searchable format on a storage device; 

permitting the first image provider to locate And download a low 
resolution copy of at least one of the digital images provided by the first image 
provider, the second plurality of digital images being transparent to the first image 
provider; 

e-mailing a notification message via tjie Internet to a first authorized 
user identified by the first image provider; 

transmitting at least a portion of a pathname associated with the at least 
one digital image to the first authorized user via/The Internet; 

receiving a request to download from the first authorized user, the 
request identifying the at least one digital image; 

receiving instructions from yihe first authorized user directing that the at 
least one digital image be printed; and 

automatically electronically routing the high resolution copy of the at 
least one digital image to a printer. 



112. A digital image management and delivery system comprising: 
a storage device for storing digital images received from a first digital 
image provider and a second digital image provider; 



a searching engine for developing a subset of the digital imaged stored 



in the storage device in response to inputs received from a first user, the searching 

engine being adapted to download low resolution copies of the subset to/(he first user; 

/ 

a job order developer responsive to inputs received frofn the first user 
for developing a job order which includes at least one high resolution copy of a digital 
image contained in the subset and identified by the first user; 

a router for electronically routing the job ordt^r developed by the job 
order developer to a printer; 

a user identifier for discriminating between users communicating with 
the system to control user access to the digital images stored in the storage device, the 
user identifier limiting access to the digital images^provided by the first digital image 
provider to at least one user identified by the firsfl digital image provider, wherein the 
digital images provided by the first digital image provider are transparent to all users 
except users identified by the first digital image provider; 

a mail database for e-mailing a notification message to the at least one 
user identified by the first digital image /provider; and 

a transmitter for transmitting at least a portion of a pathname to the at 
least one user identified by the first/digital image provider. 



113. A method of distributing a digital image via a host on the 
Internet, the method comprising the steps of: 

receiving a high resolution digi)4l injlag^at the host from a first user 
via the Internet; 

generating a low resolution copy of th^high resolution digital image; 
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receiving login information at the host from the firsyuser, the login 
information including a first user identifier and a first password;; 

determining if the first login information is valifl; 

downloading the low resolution copy of the mgh resolution digital 
image to the first user via the Internet if the first login information is valid; 

detecting a selection made by the first user, the selection made by the 
first user identifying the low resolution copy of the Jaigh resolution digital image; 

receiving identification data from^ne first user identifying a second 

user; 

responding to the identificatic/n data from the first user by routing the 
low resolution copy of the high resolutionyuigijal injage to the second user via the 
Internet; and 

routing the high resolution dijgi^yf image to a pjinter associated with 
the host in response to a request from the sejjond user. 

114. A methoa of distributing digital images as defined in claim 
113, wherein the step of receiving data from the first user identifying a second user 
comprises the step of receiving authorization data from the first user, the authorization 
data specifying that the ^econd user is to be granted access to digital images of the 
first user. 



115^ A method of distributing digital images as defined in claim 
114, further comprising the step of associating a second user identifier and a second 



password with the second user, the second user identifier being different than the first 
user identifier, the second password being different than the first password. 



116. A method of distributing digital images as defined in claim 
113, wherein the step of generating a low resolution cop/ of the high resolution 
digital image comprises the step of generating a thumbnail JPEG file by making a 
copy of the high resolution digital image and discarding some of the pixel 
information. 



117. A method of distributing digital images as defined in claim 
113, further comprising the step of translating thejow resolution copy of the high 
resolution digital image from a firstyftle formal to # second file format, the first file 
format being different than the second file fo 



images as defined in claim 



118. A memod of distributing 




ion copy of the high resolution digital 



113, wherein the step. of scoring the lowre^ 
image comprises the step of storing the low resolution copy of the high resolution 
digital image in a file/format selected by the first user. 



1 Y9. A method of distributing digital images as defined in claim 
1 13, wherein tfte step of routing the low resolution copy of the high resolution digital 
image to ther second user via the Internet comprises the step of downloading the low 
resolution copy of the high resolution digital image in a file format selected by the 
secondyuser. 




120. A method of distributin^dtgit; 
1 13, further comprising the step of maintaining transj 
digital image with respect to a pjHnility of non-auttra 



121. A digital image management system comprising: / 
an electronic storage facility for providing storage for hi^h resolution 
digital images of a plurality of unrelated image providers, at least sprne of the high 
resolution digital images stored in the electronic storage facilit/being used to develop 
corresponding low resolution copies, each high resolution digital image having a 
higher bandwidth communication requirement than each of the corresponding low 
resolution copies, the electronic storage facility storing the high resolution digital 
images of a first one of the image providers siwm that the high resolution digital 
images of the first image provider can only/fee accessed by authorized users identified 
by the first image provider and such tWthe high resolution digital images of the first 
image provider are transparent to other unrelated image providers that are not 
authorized by the first image provider; 

means for downloading a low resolution copy of a high resolution 
digital image to the first image provider; 

means/for electronically routing the low resolution copy of the high 
resolution digital image to an authorized user identified by the first image provider in 
response io a refuting request from the first image provider; 

/ means for allowing the authorized user to identify a high resolution 
digital intfage; and 




*ges as defined in claim 
of the high resolution 



users. 
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means for electronically routing the high resolution digital image ^pm 
the host to a printer. 



122. A digital image management and delivery system/comprising: 
a storage device for providing storage for digital images of a plurality 

of unrelated image providers, the storage device storing the digita/images of a first 
one of the image providers such that the digital images of the first image provider can 
only be accessed by authorized users identified by the first image provider and such 
that the digital images of the first image provider are traiy^parent to users that are not 
authorized by the first image provider; 

a searching engine for developing a Subset of the digital images stored 
in the storage device by the first image provider In response to inputs received from 
the first image provider, the searching engineering adapted to download low 
resolution copies of the subset to the first image. provider; and 

a router for electronically routing at least one of the low resolution 
copies of the subset to a first authorized user identified by the first image provider and 
for electronically routing at least/one high resolution copy of a digital image 
contained in the subset and identified by the first authorized user to a printer. 

123. A/method of managing digital images comprising the steps of: 
storino^a high resolution and a low resolution copy of each of a first 

plurality of digital images provided by a first image provider in an electronically 
searchable formatron a storage device; 

Jiring a high resolution and a low resolution copy of each of a second 
l1 images provided by a second image provider in an electronically 




searchable format on a storage device, the second plurality of digital imaged being 
transparent to the first image provider and the first plurality of digital imfages being 
transparent to the second image provider; / 

downloading a low resolution copy of at least one pi the digital images 
provided by the first image provider to the first image provider/ 

automatically electronically routing via the buernet the low resolution 
copy of the at least one of the digital images provided byrhe first image provider to a 
first authorized user identified by the first image provider; 

rieceiving a request from the first authorized user, the request 
identifying the at least one digital image; / 

receiving instructions from ttie first authorized user directing that the at 
least one digital image be printed; and / 

automatically electronically routing the high resolution copy of the at 
least one digital image to a printer/ 

124. A digital image management and delivery system comprising: 
a storage>aevice for storing digital images received from a first digital 

image provider and a/second digital image provider; 

a searching engine for developing a subset of the digital images stored 

in the storage device in response to inputs received from a first user, the searching 

engine being adapted to download low resolution copies of the subset to the first user; 
/ a job order developer responsive to inputs received from the first user 

for developing a job order which includes at least one high resolution copy of a digital 

ima!ge contained in the subset and identified by the first user; 




a user identifier for discriminating between users communicating with 
the system to control user access to the digital images stored in the storage device, the 
user identifier limiting access to the digital images provided by the first digital image 
provider to at least one user identified by the first digital image provider, wherein the 
digital images provided by the first digital image provider are' transparent to all users 
except users identified by the first digital image provider/and 

a router for electronically routing at least one of the low resolution 
copies to the at least one user identified by the first digital image provider and for 
electronically routing the job order developed yy the job order developer to a printer. 

125. A digital image management system comprising: 
an electronic storage facility for providing storage for high resolution 
digital images of a plurality of unrelated image providers, at least some of the high 
resolution digital images stored in the electronic storage facility being used to develop 
corresponding low resolution copies, each high resolution digital image having a 
higher bandwidth communication requirement than each of the corresponding low 
resolution copies, the electronic storage facility storing the high resolution digital 
images of a firstyone of the image providers such that the high resolution digital 
images of the/first image provider can only be accessed by authorized users identified 
by the first/image provider and such that the high resolution digital images of the first 
image provider are transparent to other unrelated image providers that are not 
authorized by the first image provider; 

/ means for electronically routing the low resolution copy of the 

high resolution digital image to an authorized user identified by the first image 
provider in response to a routing. request from the first image provider; 



means for allowing the authorized user to identify a high 
resolution digital image; and / 

means for electronically routing the high resolution digital 
image from the host to a printer. / 

126. A method of managing digital inrages comprising the steps of: 

storing a high resolution and a low resolution copy of each of a first 
plurality of digital images provided by a first ima^e provider in an electronically 
searchable format on a storage device; / 

storing a high resolution and /low resolution copy of each of a second 
plurality of digital images provided by a second image provider in an electronically 
searchable format on a storage device, tne second plurality of digital images being 
transparent to the first image provider and the first plurality of digital images being 
transparent to the second image ifrovider. 

automatically -electronically routing via the Internet a low resolution 
copy of at least one of the>digital images provided by the first image provider to a first 
authorized user identified by the first image provider; 

receiving a request from the first authorized user, the request 
identifying the at least one digital image; 

receiving instructions from the first authorized user directing that the at 
least one digital image be printed; and 

/ automatically electronically routing the high resolution copy of the at 
least one digital image to a printer. 
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